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+ GATHERING + 
God calls, gathers, and enlightens believers through the Holy Spirit, 
and in this worship service we hear the Word of God and respond as 
His people in prayer and praise. We begin our service sharing the 
news of the congregation and then join in reflection to prepare for 
worship. The invocation calls God to be present with us. In the 
Kyrie, we greet our Lord and ask for his mercy and then join in a 
hymn of praise and thanksgiving. Finally, we offer a prayer of the 
day to mark the time of the year and other special concerns of the 
church. 
 
 
Greeting & Announcements 
 
Invocation and Confession 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 
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P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen 
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The Church’s One Foundation (verse 5) 
 
Yet she on earth has union with God the three in one, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
That we like saints before us, may see you face to face. 
 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and  the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
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Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 

P Care for your Church, O Lord, with perpetual mercy. Since we 
totter and are sure to fall without your grace, remove what will harm 
us and arrange what will make us whole. Grant this, we pray, through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

Isaiah 51:1-6  

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from 
which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who 
bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him 
and multiply him. 3For the Lord comforts Zion; he comforts all her 
waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the 
garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving 
and the voice of song. 4Give attention to me, my people, and give ear 
to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my 
justice for a light to the peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my 
salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the 
coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your eyes 
to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell 
in it will die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my 
righteousness will never be dismayed.” 
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L The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 138  

1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the 
gods I will sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, 
because of your love and faithfulness; 
3For you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
4When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within 
me. 
5All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, when they have 
heard the words of your mouth. 
6They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the 
Lord. 
7Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; he perceives the 
haughty from afar. 
8Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you 
stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right 
hand shall save me. 
9The Lord will make good his purpose for me; O Lord, your love 
endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 

Romans 11:33-12:8  

33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his 
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counselor?” 35“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be 
repaid?” 36For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be glory forever. Amen.  1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say 
to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 
have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, 
in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who 
does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Matthew 16:13-20 

13When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
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Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

 

Sermon 
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Built on a Rock (verse 5) 

 
Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
many may come to hear God's word 
where he this promise is bringing: 
"I know my own, my own know me, 
you, not the world, my face shall see; 
my peace I leave with you." Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P: let us pray to the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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The Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
 heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and 
 lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
The Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
 you.  

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C: Amen 
 
 



  15 

Dismissal 
P: Go in Peace, serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Offerings may be dropped in the plates by the exits on your way out. 
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Prayer Concerns: 

Melvin Eilers, Jr., Christian Doll, Troy Mauldin, Harold Kreuger,  
Stephanie Krueger Hamann, Ruth Schwartz, Debbie Tiemann,  
Travis Tiemann, Neil Muxworthy, Ruth Heitman, Craig Smith, 
Pastor Kingman, Ann Kunze, Fred Hartley, Melanie Bartek,  
Harriet Fischer, Roberta Stegemoller, Caroline Martin,  
Jennifer Heubner, Marci Kirscht, Ruth Wossilus, Ethel Schoen, 
Marilyn Weaver, Nell Helmcamp, Gladys Struempler,  
Julia Pax, Victor & Elnora Limmer 

 

Melvin Eilers’ family gave us an update this week. He is doing well, 
but is still in need of some time at rehabilitation which he’s 
getting in Gatesville.  You are encouraged to send cards or 
letters to: 

 
Hillside Medical Lodge 
300 South Hwy 36 Bypass 
Melvin Eilers - Room 208 
Gatesville, Texas 76528 


